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ABSTRACT: The relation between major religious group and reproductive behavior, based on 
primary sample survey data has been explored. The results indicate that religions has a significant 
effect on reproductive behavior of some selected villages of Farakka block , of the major two religious 
group studied, Muslims were found to have the highest giving birth of child rather than Hindus. 
Religious attitude in reproductive behavior persisted even after controlling for the effect of several 
major indices of social and economic development such as women education, employment, age at 
marriage and contraceptive use. Necessary steps are taken through General Awareness, Governments 
Role and involve Religious Leaders. Some simple statistics like percentage will be used for the study.  
KEY WORDS: Religious Group, Reproductive Behavior, Explored, Religious Attitude, 
Marriageable Age, Contraceptive Use.  
INTRODUCTION: In the study of demography, fertility is the most important and perhaps the 
most complicated aspect of the population. It plays an important role in the size, composition and 
distribution. In the other ways, Religion has a significant relevance in the demographic study of socio-
economic development. Religion prescribes code of life, refers to a system of beliefs, attitudes and 
practices which individuals share in groups and through this orientation towards life and death, religion 
is supposed to affect one`s reproductive behavior(fertility behavior). Fertility is the natural proficiency 
of women for giving births. But in the demographic content fertility refers the actual reproductive 
performance of woman or group of women. Fertility has two major components- Biological and Social. 
The performance of reproduction is biological component. On the other hand women are having certain 
number of children and the impact of that population growth on society is social component. According 
to Thompson (1953“Fertility is generally used to indicate the actual reproductive performance of a 
woman or group of women, ranging from small communities to the entire capable women population of 
a country.”Religion affiliation is an important characteristics future of the people in many countries that 
has immense significance in their socio-economic and political life. Religion is frequently cited as a 
significant factor that influence the fertility decision of the people, so fertility differentials is based on 
religion affiliation of the people. In Farakka Block, fertility estimates from various sources have found 
that among the major two religious groups- Muslims and Hindu. Muslim had the highest fertility than 
the Hindu Religious groups. 
 
NEED FOR THE STUDY: Most of the studies on religious differentials in India were centered on 
the fertility difference between Hindu and Muslim. Among all the states of India, West Bengal 
achieved a tremendous demographic transition well recognized all over the world. In Farakka block 
there exist fertility differentials among the two religious groups- Muslim and Hindu. The fertility is 
much higher among Muslim population as compared to the Hindus in the study area. This calls for an 
examination of the reason for religious reproductive behavior of some selected villages of Farakka 
Block. 
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OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY:  
 To find out the Major Religious Group of the Study Area. 
 To study the Reproductive Behavior of women 
 To determine the relationship between religious attitudes and Reproductive Behavior 
 To understand the socio-economic factor for the differentials of Reproductive Behavior 




LOCATION OF THE STUDY AREA:  
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Farakka is a community development block that forms an administrative division of Murshidabad 
District in the Indian State of West Bengal. The block has an area of 132.74 km². Total population is 
274.11 and Density of population 2100 km² and total literates are 59.75%. 
Farakka is located at 24⁰47`51”N and 87⁰54`51”E. Farakka C.D block is bounded by Kaliachak-III, 
across the Ganges in Malda district  in the North , Barharwa Block in Sahibganj, Jharkhand in the 
West, Pakur Block in the south and Samserganj Block in the East. The research work has been done 
with some selected villages of Farakka Block- Arjunpur, Kuli, Sibnagar, Jigri, and Mamrejpur. 
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DEMOGRAPHIC DESCRIPTION OF SELECTED VILLAGES: I. Total population of 
Arjunpur village had 6042, among them 3076 were Male and 2966 were female. Numbers of children 
between 0-6 years were 1076. Total literacy rate was 56.08% and female literacy was 52.78%. 
II. Total population of Kuli had 28092, among them 14179 were male population and 13913 were 
female population. Numbers of children between 0-6 years were 5023. Total literacy rate was 60.96% 
and female literacy was 54.38%. 
III. Total population of Sibnagar had 6812, among them 3445 were male population and 3367 were 
female population. Numbers of children between 0-6 years were 1220. Total literacy rate was 55.90% 
and female literacy was 49.38%. 
IV. Total population of Mamrejpur had 9851, among them 4961 were male population and 4890 
were female population. Numbers of children between 0-6 years were 1926.Total literacy rate was 
56.87% and female literacy was 51.75%. 
V. Total population of Jigri Kulgachi had 6004, among them 2889 were male population and 3015 
were female population. Numbers of children between 0-6 years were 1357. Total literacy rate was 
55.69% and female literacy was49.62%.  
                     (All the demographic data are collected from Census of India -2011) 
 
DATABASE AND METHODOLOGY: The present study is based on purely primary sources of 
data. The data was collected through interviews and survey method. The survey was conducted purely 
among married women age 15-49 from the Hindu and Muslim communities. The survey was done 
through stratified sampling among selected villages of the study area. Stratify on the basis of following 
criterion- 
 Religion: Hindu and Muslim 
 Marital Status: Currently Married 
 Maternity Status: Mother at least one surviving child. 
The main Statistics used in the form of simple percentage for the study and present some relevance 
cartography wherever needed. 
 
 
HYPOTHESIS FORMULATION: The work has been done with these hypotheses. These are -   
 Muslim  has highest fertility  than Hindu  Religion 
 Marriage age is related to religious thought and it affect on Reproductive behavior 
 Variant socio-economic factor are deeply involved with reproductive behavior 
 
 
REVIEW OF LITERATURE: The high growth rate of population varies a lot from region to 
region and from community to community. Population is determined by birth rate, death rate and 
Migration flows. This entire factor is depending on numerous socio-economic factors. These factors are 
interacting in different ways. So it has become necessary to study fertility and family planning. Family 
planning is depends on various socio-economic, cultural and other variables. 
Agarwala (1962), Goyal (1988) provided an evidence of differentials in age at marriage by religion, 
being lower among Muslims than the Hindus. Shastri (1977) observed that level of income has a 
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positive effect on knowledge and Family Planning. The Educational level is influencing the adoption 
and use of family planning method. 
Gulati (1989), attempted to analyze the role of contraception and Fertility determinacy in Asian 
Countries. He observed that the female literacy, improvement in mortality condition, process of 
Industrialization, educational levels, status of women and contraception depicts, significant impact on 
fertility. 
According to James.K.S and SanjiB. Nair (2005), the age at marriage and the proportion never 
married in community are often considered as strong indicators of cultural setting among religious 
group. The contraceptive has the highest impact on reducing fertility among all factors. 
 Hanna Rizk (1963) found that there exists a difference in fertility and contraceptive behavior 
between Hindus, Christian and Muslims. Mahadevan, Krishnan, Sumangala (1992) examined fertility 
among religious groups at national level. They found that at national level the fertility for the Muslims 
is higher than lower for the Zoroastrians and intermediate level for the Hindus and Christians. 
Gosh, Das (1990) examined fertility and adoption of family planning among the Muslims of 24th 
Parganas in West Bengal. They observed that in the family planning acceptance between these two 
Muslim groups of the North 24th Parganas, West Bengal was is very low as compare to other Muslim 
population of the country. 
Bhagat, Purujit Praharaj (2005) examined Hindu-Muslim fertility differentials. They found that a 
Hindu Muslim differential in fertility has persisted in India. While the lower level of contraceptive use 
among Muslims is the most important factor responsible for the fertility differential, the use of 
contraceptive has increased faster among Muslims in recent times. Among all socio-economic factors 
female education is considered to be one of the most important factors influencing fertility. 
 
 
 DISCUSSION AND RESULTS: In the study area Hindu and Muslim are two major religious 
groups; religiously they had followed different rules and regulation and showed different behavior at 
different matters. This paper discuss about religious attitude on Reproductive behavior with variable 
Socio-Economic factors. 
As stated in the abstract, the technique of the analysis is the use of simple percentage and the results 
are present in tabular form below-  
 
 
1. RESPONDENTS RELIGION: 
Table: 1 Percentage Distribution of respondents by Religion (N=263, N mean Number of 
Respondents) 
RELIGION FREQUENCY PERCENTAGE 
Hindu 123 46.76 
Muslim 140 53.23 
 Total= 263 100.00 
                                         Source: Field Survey, 2017 
 
Total number of respondents in the study area is 263(Table.1), among them 123 numbers belong to 
Hindu Religion and 140 number of respondents belongs to Muslim Religion. The above table also 
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revealed that 46.76% respondents are Muslim and 46.76% are Hindu. The table is equally showing that 
the studied area is dominated by Muslims.  
2. FAMILY SIZE: 
Table: 2 Distribution of respondents by Family Size (Religion-wise) 
FAMILY SIZE HINDU MUSLIM HINDU % MUSLIM% 
1-2 41 19 33.3 13.6 
3-4 47 45 38.2 32.14 
5+ 35 76 28.45 54.28 
Total 123 140 100.00 100.00 
               Source: Field Survey, 2017 
 From the table: 2 it is seen that majority of the households in Muslim religion have a family size 76 
above 5+, 45 households have a family size of 3-4 and 19 households have family members between 1-
2. But on the other side it is seen that in Hindu religion majority of the households 47 have a family 
size 47, 35 households have family size 5+ and 41 household have family member between 1-2. 
 
3. AGES AT MARRIAGE OR MARRIAGE AGE: 
                                                  Table: 3 Ages at Marriage:  
Marriage age Hindu Muslim % of Hindu % of Muslim 
Below 15 69 90 47.96 64 
15-18 49 30 32.52 21.4 
Above 18 24 20 19.5 24.3 
Total 123 140 100.00 100.00 
          Source: Field Survey, 2017 
 It is seen that from the table.3 64% Muslim and 47.96% Hindu women are married before the age 
15. In India 18 is the minimum legal age of marriage.  21.4% Muslims and 32.52% Hindus girls are 
married before the age 15-18 years. Legal marriageable age is followed by 19.5% Hindus and 24.3% 
Muslims. Age at marriage is significant point of any community. Here age at marriage did little bit 
difference according to religious affiliation in both communities. 













Below 15 15-18 Above 18
Hindu
Muslim
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                                             Source: Field Survey, 2017 
 
4. EDUCATION: 
                       Table.4 Percentage of respondents by Education Level 
Level of 
Education 
Total frequency Hindu Muslim 
No formal 
Education 
98 27 71 
Primary 84 45 39 
Secondary 53 32 21 
Higher 
Secondary 
25 17 8 
Graduate 
and above 
3 2 1 
Total 263 123 140 
                                                  Source: Field Survey, 2017 
The composition of this age group shows that majority of the people in this category are 30-39 and 
above. It could be seen that 98 women have no formal education and 84 women whose education level 
is primary, 53 women have Secondary, 25 have Higher Secondary and only 3 women have Graduation 




                      Table: 5. Percentage of Respondents by Occupation 
Type of Occupation Frequency        In Percentage 
Beedi Worker 204 77.56 
Tanti 20 7.60 
House-Maid 10 3.80 
Shop-keeper 8 3.04 
Asha Worker 5 1.90 
Icds Worker 6 2.28 
Para-Teacher 1 0.38 
Non-Worker 9 3.42 
Total 263 100.00 
                                          Source: Field Survey, 2017. 
From this table, it had seen that 77.56% respondents are Beedi worker, Tanti’s percentages are 7.60 
and non-worker is 3.8%. Above table had proved that the study area is fully depending with Beedi 
industry. 
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                                                     Source: Field Survey 2017 
 
6. FAMILY PLANNING (Use of Contraception): 
Table.6 – Percentage of Currently Married Women Using Contraceptive Method    among 
Hindu and Muslim 
 Hindu Muslim Hindu In % Muslim In % 
Any modern 
method 
20 8 16.26 5.59 
Female 
sterilization 
30 16 24.4 11.18 
Male sterilization 2 - 1.62 0.0 




7 17 5.69 11.88 
No method 
adapted 
9 62 7.31 43.35 
Total 123 140 100.00 100.00 
*Spacing Method...Pills, IUD and Condoms ** Traditional Methods... Periodic abstinence, safe 
period and withdrawal 
                                                          Source: Field Survey, 2017 
Use of contraception is not equal among Hindus and Muslims. There is a clean difference in the use 
of contraception by two religions. Among the contraceptive users 16.26% of the Hindu women had 
ever used any modern method and while only 5.59% Muslim women had done so. Similarly in female 
sterilization had used 24.4% Hindu women and only 11.18% Muslim women had done so. There is a 
big difference in male sterilization and spacing method. Muslim women had believed in traditional 
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women are less interested to use any method, because most of them believed that child is the gift of 
god, so god wishes is important about Childs number. 
 
ABORTION: Abortion is not so frequent among the two Religions, but in comparison with 
Muslim, it is highest among Hindu women. A total of 14 causes of abortion are recorded among Hindu 
women and 6 cases are recorded among Muslims. Most of the abortion occurred among mothers aged 




7. AGE-WISE DISTRIBUTION OF WOMEN AND CEB (child ever born): 
Table.7 Percentage of age-wise distribution of women and CEB: 
Age No. of women Women in % CEB 
15-19 23 8.74 209 
20-24 21 7.98 170 
25-29 24 9.125 198 
30-34 63 23.95 196 
35-39 68 25.855 200 
40-44 46 17.49 110 
45-49 18 6.844 36 
Total 263 100.00 1119 
              Source: Field Survey, 2017 
 
                 COLUMN SHOWING AGE-WISE NUMBER OF WOMEN
 
                                        Source: Field Survey, 2017 
 








Age-wise Number of women
No. of women
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          LINE GRAPH: SHOWING AGE-WISE WOMEN AND CHILD EVER BORN 
 
                                                         Source: Field Survey, 2017 
Above table shows that average children ever born (CEB) per women by age have composite 
relationship. The highest children ever born  per women is found in the age group of 15-19 and 30-39 
respectively, while least children ever born is found in the age group 45-49. One finding come out from 
above that most of the respondents was married before the age of 18 years.  
 
8. RELIGION WISE DISTRIBUTION OF CHILDREN: 
                                          Table.8 Religion wise child distribution 
Age of Women Hindu Children Muslim Children 
15-19 28 119 
20-24 33 135 
25-29 39 142 
30-34 68 167 
35-39 70 180 
40-44 43 59 
45-49 11 25 
Total 292 827 
                                                         Source: Field Survey, 2017 
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No. of women
CEB
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                                                  SOURCE: Field Survey, 2017 
 
Table 8 shows that total numbers of children of the respondents are 1119, among them 292childrens 
are born in Hindu religion and 827 children are born in Muslim religion. There is a big difference about 
child birth between two religions. 
 
CONCLUSION: Several conclusions may be drawn from this paper. This paper examines the 
relationship between religious attitude and reproductive behavior in some selected villages of Farakka 
block and other socio-economic and demographic variables such as Education, Occupation, Family 
Structure, age at marriage and other variables have been dealt with, the result of which shows that all 
these variables are controlled for in the studied area. 
The fertility of the study area is high; this is largely due to limited used of contraception. Another 
factor that led to high fertility is the early age at marriage and child bearing. Half of the above women 
married at age of below 15 and half of are became mother of at age 20 or below 20. It is also stated that 
family planning is low among Muslims; they used mostly traditional methods compared to Hindus. 
Female sterilization and spacing method is dominant method among Hindus. 
All religious people in the study area are mostly poor and illiterate. They utilize fewer services 
provided by Government. Thus the role of government is greater significance to reduce fertility or 
change reproductive behavior among Hindu and Muslims. It is also necessary to involve religious 
leaders and members of civil society in the promotion of family welfare programmes and awareness 
programme for family planning on religious ground. Thus social environment could play an important 
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